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Rollcall No. 278: Goodlatte of Virginia Part 

B Amendment No. 99, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 279: Radel of Florida Part B 

Amendment No. 49, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 280: Walberg of Michigan Part 

B Amendment No. 50, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 281: Pitts of Pennsylvania Part 

B Amendment No. 98, ‘‘aye.’’ 
Rollcall No. 282: Fortenberry of Nebraska 

Part B Amendment No. 100, ‘‘aye.’’ 
Rollcall No. 283: Huelskamp of Kansas Part 

B Amendment No. 101, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 284: Southerland of Florida Part 

B Amendment No. 102, ‘‘no.’’ 
Rollcall No. 285: Motion to Recommit with 

Instructions for H.R. 1947, ‘‘aye.’’ 
Rollcall No. 286: Final Passage of H.R. 

1947—Federal Agriculture Reform and Risk 
Management Act, ‘‘no.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I was unavoidably detained yester-
day and missed Roll Nos. 305, 306 and 307. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ 
on Roll Nos. 305 and 306, and I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on Roll No. 307. 
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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF STEVEN PEZENIK 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life and service of Steven 
Pezenik, who passed away at age 57 on May 
26, 2013 after a long battle with cancer. 

Steven Pezenik began his distinguished ca-
reer as a Consumer Service Specialist with 
the New York State Public Service Commis-
sion, where he served with distinction for 14 
years. He then joined United Way New York 
City/AFL–CIO as a Constituent Liaison, before 
moving on to the United Food and Commer-
cial Workers/Retail Wholesale Department 
Store Union. There, he proudly served the 
working men and women of Local 338 as Di-
rector of Special Projects, coordinating the 
local’s public relations, and writing in and edit-
ing a quarterly newspaper. In his most recent 
position as Deputy Director of Constituent 
Services for New York State Senator Jose 
Peralta, Steve acted as a liaison between gov-
ernment agencies to help secure services for 
constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, Steven Pezenik was a tireless 
public servant and advocate for the under-
served and most in need. He helped raise 
over $11 million for The United Way and orga-
nized AFL–CIO toy, blood, and food drives, in-
cluding a large-scale effort after September 
11, 2001. With work that spanned almost 
three decades, he exemplified the meaning of 
public service. As a board member of the 
Queens Jewish Community Council, Steve al-
ways put first those most in need. Steve’s 
commitment to working families functioned as 

the foundation for his activism and commit-
ment to social justice. 

The legacy he leaves behind reflects the 
love he had for his community. Yet, nothing 
was more important to Steve than his love for 
his family, his wife Lisa and daughter Sasha. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to join me now 
in honoring Steven Pezenik for his service to 
the people of Queens County, New York City 
and New York State. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,738,249,094,798.80. We’ve 
added $6,111,372,045,885.72 to our debt in 4 
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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TRIBUTE TO NATHANIEL 
WILLIAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a jovial and ambitious 
man, Mr. Nathaniel Williams. Nathaniel has 
shown what can be done through hard work, 
dedication and a desire to serve others. 

Nathaniel, a native of Vicksburg, Mississippi 
was born March 1, 1960 to Charles Williams 
and Martha M. Nash Williams. He graduated 
from the Vicksburg Warren School District and 
later attended Hinds Community College and 
Jackson State University. 

Currently, Nathaniel is a Tax Field Rep-
resentative for the Mississippi Department of 
Employment Security where he has worked for 
several years. 

Nathaniel is the President and Founder of 
the Mighty Train of Gospel Community Choir. 
Currently, he serves on the board for Make a 
Promise Coalition of Vicksburg, President of 
the Vicksburg Junior High PTO, Youth Choir 
Director for both Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 
and Mercy Seat Baptist Church, member of 
the Riverfest Board of Directors, mentor and 
sponsor for the United Way of West Central 
MS (TEEN HELP) and volunteer at the YMCA. 
He has served on several other boards as 
president and member. 

Nathaniel is also the recipient of several 
awards such as the Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc. 2010 Community Service Award, The 
Governor’s Initiative for Volunteer Excellence 
2008 Award and the Vicksburg Family Devel-
opment 2007 Male Image Award to name a 
few. 

Nathaniel is married to Esther Bell Williams 
and to that union they have five children: Na-
thaniel, Derrick, Roderick, Sederick and Jes-
sica Reese. 

Nathaniel lives by the motto: ‘‘Whatever you 
do for the Master, do all you can while you 
can, but let it be real.’’ He is a faithful member 
of Ebenezer Baptist Church where he is the 
Vice President of the choir. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Nathaniel Williams for his 
unwavering dedication to serving others. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
votes on July 8, 2013. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 305, 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 306, and ‘‘yea’’ on roll-
call vote 307. 
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
OMAHA STAR 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 9, 2013 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Omaha Star on the occasion of their 
75th Anniversary. 

The Omaha Star was founded by the late 
Mildred D. Brown on July 9th, 1938. Brown 
was believed to be the first female, certainly 
the first African-American woman, to have 
founded a newspaper. Later the paper was 
placed in the hands of Brown’s niece, Dr. 
Marguerita Washington, who now heads the 
newspaper. 

Since 1938, the policy The Omaha Star has 
been to print only positive news and to be a 
vigilant champion for African-American 
progress. The circulation of The Omaha Star 
is 30,000 and its archives are a miniature his-
tory of Omaha’s black community. Its work for 
equal rights for all Americans are legendary. 

Two significant accomplishments of The 
Omaha Star are leading the charge to open 
public accommodations to African-Americans 
and working with the public school system of 
Omaha to ensure that black teachers have 
equal participation. Over the years, The 
Omaha Star has received many awards and 
was inducted into the Chamber of Commerce 
Business Hall of Fame on July gth, 1996. 

Currently, The Omaha Star concentrates of 
news coverage that is relevant to the par-
ticular market that they have continued to 
serve proudly for decades. It has been Ne-
braska’s largest African-American newspaper 
and the Omaha’s most effective publican high-
lighting ways to improve the lives of African- 
Americans. The Omaha Star has stood the 
test of time and continues to provide relevant 
information, education and positive motivation 
to Omaha’s citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating The Omaha Star on their 75th Anniver-
sary. I know that Omahans join me in hoping 
The Omaha Star continues providing positive 
information to the African-American community 
for many years to come. 
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